ReadSpeaker Webinar Recap
Making Learning More Accessible, Flexible, and Inclusive
Erin Martin and Colleen Sandquist from ReadSpeaker explored how audio and text-to-speech can support accessibility, Universal Design for Learning (UDL), and student success. The session emphasized offering multiple ways to engage with content proactively, rather than viewing text-to-speech only as an individual accommodation.
Key Takeaways
Accessibility vs. accommodation: Accommodations remain essential, while accessible design proactively makes options available to all learners without requiring an individual request.
Learner choice and agency: ReadSpeaker aligns with UDL by giving learners choices in how they access and engage with information.
Brightspace integration: ReadSpeaker is embedded in Brightspace, allowing learners to use audio support without downloading additional software or browser extensions.
Features Demonstrated
Reading and personalization: Text-to-speech with highlighting; full-page or selected-content reading; translation and dictionary lookup; multiple voices; adjustable speed, font size, colors, and spacing; enlarged text; text mode; page masking; and reading rulers.
Documents and assessments: MP3 download when enabled; DocReader highlighting and downloadable study notes; Optical Character Recognition (OCR) for text in image-based documents; and audio support for individual Brightspace quiz questions.
Important Accessibility Note
OCR is a support, not a substitute for document remediation. DocReader can recognize text in an image-based PDF and read it aloud, but OCR does not add tags or headings, correct reading order, or make the original PDF accessible. Accessible source documents should remain the goal.
Assessments
ReadSpeaker can provide audio support for individual Brightspace quiz questions. To help maintain assessment integrity, MP3 download, dictionary, and translation features are removed from the quiz environment by default. The presenters also discussed compatibility with Respondus, Honorlock, and Proctorio.
Bottom Line
ReadSpeaker was presented as more than an accommodation tool. By embedding options for listening, reading, translating, focusing, and personalizing content directly into Brightspace, institutions can offer learners greater flexibility and choice while supporting broader accessibility and UDL efforts.
Additional Resources: 
· ReadSpeaker for education
· ReadSpeaker for Brightspace
· webReader features
· docReader features
· Penn Foster story
· UMass Global story
